NEON GENESIS EVANGELION VOLUME 1, PART 1 
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YOSHIYUKI SADAMOTO 


On the floor of the midbrain is the ventral 
tegmental system that neurobiologsts 
езі region АШ. Celle soaked in dopamine 
certain amotions are processed here, 
such asthe thoughts of two lovers, or of a 
parent ond child, 


Its the synchrorization of the threads and. 
bundles of АП that splice pilot and Eva 
together to become one entity, to ight 


In other words, the power of love deves 
this weapon af тава d Well, 
‘what a simple ard соту and emotional 
and wonderful story. 


| wander: would Бе able to pilot hese 
вате Euangelions that | draw? АВ. It 
would go berserk, then? 


HIDEAKI 


Both are greatly afraid af being hurt. 


Both people are unsitable—they lack that postive atttude— 
heroes of a story. Nevertheless they are the heroes of this sory. 


They say, “о мо 110 change. 


| started this production with the wish that once the production was complete, the world, and 
the heroes, would change. 


‘That was my true desire. 
I tied to include everything of myself in Neon Genesis Erangelion— 


—nyself, а broken man who could do nothing for four years; a man who ran away for four 
years, ane who was simply not dead, 


be what others would сай 


Then, one thought 
“You can't run away’ 

—tame to me, and | returned to this production. 

Му only thought in making this was to burn my feelings into fm. 

1 know my behavior was thoughtless, roublesome, and arrogant—but red. 

1 don't know what the говы wil ве. 

1 don't know what wil happen to Shinji Misato or Rei. І don't know where Ме will ako them, 
Because 1 don't know where Мо is taking tho зай of the producton, 

| feel that | am being iresponciblo. 


Вис i's only natural that we should synchronize aurselves with the world within the 
production, 


ve taken on а risk 
“It's just an imitation: 

And for now, this is all can uit to explain. 

But perhaps our “original” lies somewhere out hete. 
ТАС 

In бе studio (a cloucy, rainy day) 


PS, Ву the way, I took Shinji's name rom ө friend of mine, Міо wat rom another frend 
in middle school. Misato's camo from the Heroine ol a manga. | borrowed fron everywhere. Even 
names that have no bearing on arything actually сате from the countless rules that govern these 
things І might he fun й zomoono with а litle Нео tine could research tham, 
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THE NEON GENESIS EVANGELION ANIMATED SERIES 
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MECHA DESIGNER, NEON GENESIS EVANGELION ANIME. 
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‘The design concept in Eva was tha the 
characters themselves should 

loan toward a relatively subdued 
appearance. But tho рімді Gaudy as 
пей. Embarrassing. 1 mean, they almost 
look tke, y'know, body paint. 

Natural, {thought the cesplayers 
wouldnt even consider attempting й. 


But thare they ware, at the December “95 
Comic Market, the February 96: 

Wonder Festival, at the... You know, 1 hate 
crowds, so ordinari the whole cosplay 
scene is no more than a distant reality. 
But this.. this, Пай to see. 

Specifically, | had to see ив in sky-blue 
wigs, wearing white родил: 

‘Mmmm. had to гав it. 
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DON’T RUN AWAY, 
DON'T RUN AWAY, 


DON'T RUN 
AWAY...! 


Then 1 slowly make my way toward the studio. 


Today's jobis post-production. It's almost що Піо а Бай arourd with the other actors. 


Tho “ball” comes at me from various angles and directions. Sometimes I'm cautious, ard 
sometimes fm winerable, and it's my job to return the Бай according to how | feel at hat time, 


The more experienced actors handle the ball with en adaptabliiy that | love, The less 
experienced actors return the bal with a rice straightforward hit. The rest of the staff returns the 
ball in strict fashion, butit leaves а bright scho behind. 


As you all know, each of them are top-class and so good they cause shivers to run down your 
spine. 


And as for me, it tales everything 1 have just to hit the ball back, But am proud and happy 
ло Бо where | am today. 


Aight now, Кз as if Tm playing the role of a wall 


But at some point, Га ike to—along with Во become a teal player. That's what tin 
thinking today, as І head toward the studio, 


Please watch over пе unti this game is over. 
Уви support is what keeps me going, 


‘On behalf o the woild of Evangelion and of the two Shinji, І want to say | will be very happy 
it ean touch the Shinj enr that є hidden inside of everybody. 


оче can all grow up together. 
Thank you tothe creators and to everybody, 


Written at home 
December 12,1985 
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THE VOICE OF SHINJI IKARI IN 
NEON GENESIS EVANGELION ANIME 


шш... .......... 


| have just finished reading the seipt for Episode 18 ("Choice of Lives", 


My whole body's aching. It feels as И my heart has swollen up and expanded into my throat. 

But that's usually what happens every time | read a new script for Evangelion 

A irs for a wail, до feel ke doing anything. feel empty, void of strength and exhausted. 
Ard then | fînally switch into LCL mode, The depths of my lungs fill with the scent of blood. І feel 
oddly warn, gentle, nostalgic, desperate, and lonely 

| got into the fetal position and fall asleep. 

The fist timo 1 encountered Shinji's character, І thought he was so sensitive. He's rot very 
main character-esque, but he's вітрів and has a kind face... When | frst met Sadamoto, 1 was 
surprised how much he fit пу image of Shin When І giggled, һе gave me a look ike, "What's so 
funny?" Remember hat, Sadamoto? His expression looted so much like Shin's ent even happier 
and started to laugh out lout. 


I'm really sorry about that, Sadamoto, 


I's the same wth Anno, When ln talking to the director, you would think it would be different. 
But | сай seo Shinj peeking out from the shadow of his board. When | go to touch him, thinking 
‘Ah—hey, Shinji he suddenly changes into Misato, And the next thing I know, he's turned into 
Shinj’s—into my Ганок, Stang at hin is realy fun. Ard it's rudo, Hoh-heb. 


It goes without saying that the parsonalites and ingenious creative talent of hase two gave 
birth to this work. The characters and the world of Neon Genesis Evangelion аге breathing inside 
of them. 

1 truly respect hese two ereators—and they are people who overflow with charm. 


1 зве Shinj in he mirror, It's too dificult and painful to lock him in the eye, so | find myself 
Icoking down. | mumble "Don't run away, dar’t run away, don't run away. 
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As 1 write this, the Evangelion anime serie is almost at the halfway point on TV. The story is 
starting to get interesting. But aren't you ай tired of hearing about i? 

We on the animo сай give out these Пије clu 
with small details give praise; they shout “Wo 
plot of the series is headed. 


and thoro. And fane who aro овговод 
тай!" they try to predict where the 


Well, hal enjoy Neon jon: Ви it's Hike jodging а meal by the 
presentation and the china. “It looks delicious” or “Oh, these plates are prety.” Does that mean 
the food is good? " don't Ike the way it's arrang T wouldn't hare chosen these dishes." 
Does that mean the fond is bad? You serutinizo the siNerware pattern of the fork—but how does 
ане? 

Look: Evangelion is actually а чету typical drama, Why not jst сай it Shinji's Ше: The Drama? 
Ard in that case, why don't people just watch it ike it was а normal show? 

Listen: Evangelion is the only anime en the air this season with a consept of essing, Al others 
неш ony on presentation. Well people se used to packaged fod, whether isthe way it 

домет that real 


Evangelion can be eaten. Stop watching й and try eating it. 


Evangelion is the first, last and only show of 15 kind whore you can take the fact that it is 
edible for granted. Please appreciate the happiness of being able to bite right down, right now. 


But please also don't misunderstand me. rm nat talking about the critical acclaim for 


YOSHIYUKI 


YS: Accerding to Anno's thought process, a in concrete terms, his eyes are a gis eyes. 
мей person is one who puts un a cool face, | drew then exaciy аз І drew those of Мада. 
but once you see the insite, you sse the сагу [lle heroine of Gainaxs 1880 TV sees Майа, 
side, just like all the young people today. My alo avaiable in English from А.У. Flms 一 ed 
approach is the opposite. On the Inside the He's a male Nadia, just as 证 | had given Nadia 3 
characters actually are stoic and eamest butthe | masculine makeover. Lengthen Shinji's eyelashes 
outside is twisted, just like а child So І could and change the hairstyle, ane you have her. 
never wite the anime scrpts in my own voice. 

Му Shinji is quite з bit diferent than that. Inthe 
end he has his resistance, his refuse to listen to DRAW CHARACTE 
what Misato has to say—but ће stil makes the 
tight decision. 1 think that approach в where our VS: Thats right бы апп wasto be the antithesis 
methods dir the most ofall the giant robot animated shows around us. 
I's not a world where the wind blows through 
your hair мие you declare your purpose па 
booming vice. Especially in he past one ог tno 
YS: 1 played around with біз charecter | called years, we haven't seen this type of refractive, 
Мапа She come from a story wrote a bng feminine character as Shinji. І wanted to tell the 
"ime ago for Newéype magazine called Koto no tale of a main character taken from my own lib, 
Oni (The Ogre on the Desert Isle*—it appeared so | designed a character straight пот the more 
inthe February and March 1894 issues —ed. You stic par of пувой. 
take Шапо, give her shaggy, bobbed, моје 
һай, and its Roi. Really, І just played with her a 
В айне way the eyes are drawn. The basic SO INSTEAD OF SOMEONE PUSHING YOU то 
tharacteris the samo. Her character was locked |ЕВА FIECES OF YOURSELF 10 
in os translucent—Ike a shadow, о the ай. The ОШЫЙ SOS 
lind of gil you can’ touch. The girl you long for. YS: | hin tat the theme о the animated version 
Dut mere В nothing about her that you can old. is that the maim characters attitude. changes 
litle by lite | think that in the anime, director 
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WHICH NENSURE 


SADAMOTO 


“MY THOUGHTS AT 


THE MOMENI” 


interested in the opinions of ethers, but actually 

/s very interested, He's the Kind of character 
who would oncaca himself in а choll of Ме own 
making. 


A SORT OF DELICATE CHARACTER. 


YS: І wanted the kind of clean image that a 
woman tends to project but also a character 
that is сой, unambitious—the type who would 
commit suicide but can't bring himself to do it 
It was my intention to croato someone wistul, 
someone who had given up on Ме. 


DID YOU HAVE A MDDEL FOR HIS FACE? 


YS: Not particulary. The image of а hero in 
Japan is that of Ushiwakamaru [the name by 
Which logondory adventurer Minamoto по 
Yoshitsune (1159-199) was once krown—ed.], 
the strong champion whom по adversity wil 
affect, When you say "hern" in Japan, it conjures 
the impression of a man, just prior ta middle ago, 
accomplished at sims, with a burning sprit. Or 
maybe you think o a bishonen [beautiful young 
таг. You know, in the beginning І gave Shinji 
longer hak, so In the dramatic sceres, й could 
hide his face or wave in the breeze. But when 
1 drew that, һе looked a Име too wild—and 
з delicate the slightest pressure would break 
him. So finally | tried for a look where you could 
soo the forohoad through the bange，shortor 
hair—the look of a boyish young gi. Speaking 


OVER AND ABOVE 
DESIGNING 
CHARACTERS. 


YOU ALSO DID THE CHARACTER DESIGNS FOR 
D IN 
POINTS YOU 
PAID SPECIAL CONSIDERATION TO FOR EACH 
CHARACTER, 50 TO START WITH, PLEASE TALK 


ABOUT SHINIL. 


YS: In a пота giant robot animated show the 
тап character possesses an enthusiastic эрі 
for ваше. And їп Eva, the main character does 
pilot a giant robot 一 tutShinjiis not noted far his 
enthusiasm, so 1 had to come up with a differant 
heroic interpretation. Rather than a reflection of 
а hato, he’s sort of a refraction of a hero. 


THE ANIME VERSION OF BVAVGELION 
SURE THAT THERE WERE VARIOUS 


и 


YS: He's a product of our era, | started out trying 
to create a character that would tap into the 
consciousness of today's anime fans. 


SOMETHING OF A DRY CHARACTER, 


AS A PRODUCT OF OUR ER 
ATTITUDE THAT, “IT'S МҮ 
INTERESTED WHAT OTHER 
RIGHT? 


YS: He's a person who d 
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ін, AND ГМ NOT 
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t want to be 
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"ho samo storyline that was contained in the TV 
series, But 1 thought it might make the marga 
asiar to undorstand if you woran bombarded 
with quite the quantity of information as in the 
anime, and if you shone the spotlight directly 
through the main characters soul. That's the 
approach | then took; 1 put all my strength into 
tying ta sae haw the world of Evangelion would 
Icok through Shins heart. And, | asked, how 
would it bo different if you shone the spotlight 
through the souls of the other characters? Aso, 
manga is something basicaly drawn by only ono 
person; it would be impossible to fit the density of 
content în the anime into the manga. The anime 
can end in half a year, but the manga—even 
after its abbreviations could take years to tell 
the same story. So the idea is to simply the story 
into smell digestible chunks, For that reason you 
Shin the spotlight on diferen placesthan whore 
it fell in the anime, or you make the flow of the 
main character's emotions easier to understand 


Because if you make the manga exacily the same 
as the anime, you will never bo able to make 
що for the loss created by йе abbreviation, and 
even though you have the same stay, you will 
have a very different product. On the other hand, 
since manga doesn't have voice actors or music, 
їйї be a very фіто product anyway. 


WELL, THE MANGA CERTAINLY DOES 5 
LIKE A DIFFERENT VIEWPOINT ON THE SAME 
STORY, WE SEE THOUGHTS FROM SHINJI WHICH 
WE NEVER SAW IN THE ANIME, BUT WERE 
MIS THOUGHTS REALLY THE SAME IN BOTH 
VERSIONS? 


YS: Most Ikoly his thoughts in the manga are just 
ту ойт impressiors. И you asked Mr. Anno, im 
sure thoy would be entirely different But unless 
1 get into Shinji's head, І can't draw the manga, 
One of my weak points is | have te empathize 
with the character before І can dw. In the 
fist episode of the animo, over апі above the 
dramatic elements, Shinjrs dialogue was the 
тоз important par ofthe episode. That is what 
made mo want to draw the manga. And that is 
what made me purposely change his dialogue. 
What Vin attempting to vero here is а piece of 
my ife—the dialogue of Shin that would come 
from inside me, 


Eva computer game wanted hor differentiated 
from the other characters. Bui personaly, | think 
it tuned out to have a great Несі. She's s0 
Quiet, you can only tel her character from her 
gare and her facial expressions, so she leaves 
the impression of having a strong stare. 


EVA IN THE MANGA 
AND THE ANIME 


CONCENTRATING ON THE STORY, WHERE DO 
you 


THINK THE BIGGEST РІРРЕНЕМСЕ Б 
BETWEEN THE MANGA AND THE ANIME? 


Ува, 1 did write the script af the manga using 
ihe anime as а base, And, right at this point in 
story, І think they're still prety much the same, 
I've made the story more compact. | thnk even 4 
you rephrase я sentence into fower wads, you're 
sill saying he same thing. Bot the manga does 
have a diferent approach. Perhaps І should say 
it has a different choreography. The main point is 
that the anime has quite a few different people 
‘wating tho continity—for examplo, thare was a 
case when one assistant director, Mr. Tsurumi 
lwo would later write and direct RCL—ed] 
wrote the continuity for one particular script, 
эп when another assistant director, Masayuki 
wrote а continuity for the exact same script, 4 
сапе out tobe a completely different program. | 
think there's a difference ther 


THERE ARE THE DIFFERENCES OF FORMAT. YOU 
CAN'T DRAW A MANGA IN TRE SAME WAY YOU 
WOULD ANDIATE A SHOW: 


YS: And that's the reason | tend to change the 
scrpt entirely. | pick and choose what is easior tn 
say in manga, The anime became a craze among 
the fans, and | wanted to lower the demographic 
to people сі about М or 15 years old. But the 
content was so dificult, it Just wouldn't dumb 
‘down—andit | had insisted on trying to, it would 
have ceased to be Evangelion. If that were to 
happen, thoro would bo no reason loft to do tha 
manga at al. So | went from the planning stage 
and camo up with the book you're reading now. 
You see, what І had wanted to do was exactly 
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ENOUGH TO 
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YOSHIYUKI SADAMOTO 


1 heard that dogs and cats have emotions 
too, though of course thet facial 
expressine dont change as much a 
ours. And, of course, it would look pretty 
damn creepy й they did But mightit also 
result in fewer abandoned animals? 


An emotional change causes certain 
muscles in tho face to tenso, producing 
ОИСИ an "expression." Rel is expressionless, but 
7 is it that she doesn't feel emotion, ог that 
sho is merely unable to express it? 


Back in reality, ts my moment of 
happiness to ses a gins innocent smile. 
But | quess there won't be any of rose as 
long as ћеуте reading the manga. 


MEGUMI HA 


THE VOICES IN 


YOUR HEAD 
THAT YOU PASS 


WITHOUT 
HEARING 


Wrong: he wanted his father to approve of him. To say he was a good boy. How celfeh of hin, 
really, to ba a human being 

The important thing з о кезіге how you truly foel and to accept it as a legitimate part of who 
you are. Гау not saying this search of yourself is а risk-free proposition: you must be particularly 
careful if you find you are beginning to pry under your jealossies and under things that happened 
to youlong ano. Be patient. Your deep feelings aren't going anywhere, after al; you can take your 
time to feel through then, 


You may even find the block is something more familiar, that it didn't Бе nearly as deep as you 
feared Ах you gain asparianee seeing ino yoursalf you'll he surprised how your path seems to 
‘open up before you. All he things that seemed so frustrating will begin to untangle. 

And | also don't wish to say that this is always the way you should go; 1 dont want to force it 
өл someone wha just wants to Бэ left alone right now. Everyone runs on their own tine. There's 
а diferent moment for these things for each of us. But do wish to say that tis is how | learned 
to lite my own life more, To have mare fun with it When things aren't going right for you, quite 
often tie answer ies within yourself. 

Lets go back at lastto Rei. Sho doesnt know emotion, so there's no difference between what 
she says and feels; there's nothing ulterior about her. At frst sight then you may theorize: that is 
where her very great beauty comes from, this surface not without depth, but with tho absence of 
its necessity—someone truly mystical 


No, Reis beauty comes from the truth that she has feelings. When she cried, it meant 
the watore of the peal wate coming out at last. The «trugglo to draw your facings forth, the 
reconciliation between your surface and your depih—that, | believe, is where we truly become 
alive, truly become human beings. And when | found the warmth below the coldness inher wores, 
synchronized with Rei for the first time. And it felt so good that | want to say thank you, from the 
bottom of my own heart 


‘Megumi Hayashibara, 1996; 


“a 


YASHIBARA 


THE VOICE OF REI AYANAMI AND Yur 
IKARI IN NEON GENESIS EVANGELION 


foughout my encounter with the Eva, wih Rei, and with Yi, 1 was able to go deep 一 deep 
within the soul, where й ges зо dark, and the more you try to see you come closer to the point 
where you're almost blind. And of course, | then drew back fram that place. 


It began when the director told me, "It's not that she doesn't have emotion, but that she 
dosn't know whatitis” His technical request was that | should read my lines ав flat as possible 
Bat she's obviously nat a machine; she's a human being, flesh and Бей, I's a huge difference. 
batwoen "nat having emotion" and "пої knowing emotion.” After ай, she could develop feelings, 
олсе she learned, 


So І sat down, wondering how І should handle her, and decided to ask some questions about 
ту own sense of self. What exactly і an “emation” to me? Why and how do they happen for me? 
Where do my own feelings come from? 

Nobody was asking me to ask these things. | wasn't even sure what good it could do. But | 
found that it didnt matter; just wanted to do it. 

Because 1 was sure of one thing at least, even И that thing was thi vague dea: expression 
іше? emotion. Emotons, rather, are sometimes something hidden deep inside the heart. The mind 
may nat even be aware of them; and also, the mind may not even want to know. The subconscious 
has something decpor baneath it—thees omations flat an a dark pool that (ева up te try and. 
Чоюп then. Its your innermost conspiracy; the way you keep yourself ignorant of yoursel 


Drain it; draw your feelings out. And ot course this may be painful. But otherwise, who 
we you? 


This is about the difference between what you sey and what you feel. What you say might 
sound more noble, mote socially acceptable, o you try to convince yaursl it's also what you feel. 
‘And If it is't if your цие feelings are festering deep inside, filing you with a slek subtle poison, 


Look at Shinji. Why does he continue to fight аз an Eva pilot? The stoy kept changing. He said 
its because everyone tells him ta, Because only he cen do it. Because А has to be done to save 
humanity. Selless and lofty sentiments for sure, and he believed these reasons to be genuine, 


SHINJI IKARI, Аве 14 
Shini was the “Third Child” chosen 1 pilot the monstrous Evangelion series 
biomechanics combat unite developed by the sesfer UN paramiltay agency 
noun as МЕМ. Пезеніші of Не father ond desperate for Мі approval, Shin 
Әйтей into ho entry plug of Eva Unit о Байр with the enigma: Angels 


MISATO KATSURAGI, AGE 29 
Captain Katsragi is tha chief tactician fer NERV, responsible for planning anc 
guiding Evangaion| ls She has forced Shinj to move int 
her apartment in an attempt o ЛЫС ме auge 


GENDO IKARI, AGE 48 
Shin father, This ruthless and enigmatic man is he avira force behind the 
development af NERS Evangelion estem. Ha iz len tha man entrusted 10 cam) 
fut Не even more secet instrumentality Project. Condo was an absent father 
leaving Зм upbringing o the boy's aunt and unde. 


REI AYANAMI, AGE 14 
Relic the "Ris Child" to bo chosen to pilotan Evangelion. While plating Eva Unit 
batt ln wien ЕТ 


Rirsuko AKAGI, Аве 30 
technical superior for менге Project € (Evangatonl. Ur. Akag і а potymatt 
genios who rode the wave of есегіне revolution flowing the erackng of the 
human genetic cade st the end of the twentieth century. Her disciplines include 
рїүзез, biotechnology and computer science. 


Pcs GLOSSARY 


The sound effects in this -in edition of Mean Genesis Evangelion 
have been preserved in their original Japanase format. Ta avoid 
‘additional lettering cluttering up the panels we have provided 
this ist of sound effects (FX). Each PX is listed by page and panel 
number, so for example 6-5 would mean the FX is on page 6 in 
panel 5. If there is а third number, it means there is more than one. 
FX in the panel—6-5-1 and 6-5-2 for example. The transliteration 
is given, followed by the English translation/approximation. 
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